The Archaeology of Environmental Change
Reading Answers / Discussion Questions
‘Societal Responses to Environmental Change in Recent History’

Name: __________________________
1. In Rogers' two related chapters, there is a focus on the need for interdisciplinary research and for developing (as scientists) the knowledge base necessary to arrive at solutions regarding global environmental problems. Do you think that a strong base of knowledge will help us find solutions and encourage people to take action? If so, what would define the necessary knowledge base? If not, then what do you think would be the most appropriate method to arrive at solutions? 
I agree with Roger in his article on the need for more knowledge base through research programs to come up with solutions. I believe knowledge is not entirely what pertains to things taught in classrooms but actually the vigor of desiring to know more about something. It is through thorough spending in research and development that developed countries come up with innovations and therefore leads in terms of advances machines and medical procedures. I, therefore, believe that developing countries will only come up with solutions if they focus on investing in research and development.  This will reduce their reliance on developed countries when looking for solutions to complex problems.
2. In Oster's article, it is suggested that the witchcraft trials were forms of scapegoating prompted by deterioration in economic conditions which stemmed from a decrease in temperature. What do you think is the most important factor that brought upon the witchcraft trials? Do you think that we still scapegoat when it comes to climate change today? If so, who are the scapegoats today?
The most important factor that brought about the witchcraft trials is religious beliefs. In the Catholic Church, they believe that no human can do the works done by the witchcraft (Ankarloo and Clark, 1999; Davidson, 1973). Therefore, in things like witches influencing the weather was all fathers believe. However, in the Old Testament, the Bible forbids the works of witchcraft. In pre-Christian cultures like Iceland, Rome and Greece believed in the practices of witches. Today, there are still beliefs of witchcraft though not in terms of climate change. In case of adverse climate, people believe it’s a punishment from God for their sinful deeds while good climate is out of God’s mercy to them.
3. Zhang's article clearly shows that societal activities play a keen role in climate change. What are some ways that the article suggests we can combat climate change? Specifically, in the US, what areas of combating climate change via societal choices are we seriously lacking, and in which areas we are doing well?
Zhang (2007) proposes various ways of reducing climate change. They include; reducing the population, technological and social development, political instability, development in agricultural production, good use of natural resources and a healthy standard of living. In the US the areas believed to attribute to climate change through the choices of the society id in agricultural production. A good climate is maintained by good plantation. However, the state is acknowledged for its endowment in resources, innovation, human social development, high economic power, improved technologies, good food supply, strong political governance, peaceful resource distribution, and trade. This had led to increased migration into the country.
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